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The twenty-first annual meeting of the Philological Associationof
the Carolinas took place 6-8 March 1997, the cusp of spring in the
coastal plain, on the campus of East Carolina University. Thursday
evening's opening reception at the Greenville Hilton featured the
ECU Jazz Ensemble-perfect for soothing jangled, mid-term
nerves-and afforded a welcome opportunity to catch up on the
progress and projects of far-flung colleagues. After a good night's
rest we hurried Friday morning, the ubiquitous coffee and donut in
hand, to the first of thirty-three sessions, where scholars from the
Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico read on topics spanning the
world of letters from Stratford-on-Avon to Santiago. Special
sessions delved into African and African-American feminism,
imparted uses of computer technology in teaching world literature,
and honored our late friend Norman Olsen.

A special treat was the bus-pilgrimage to the nearby hamlet of
Ayden for a lunch of authentic pit-cooked barbeque, cornbread,
and Pepsi at Pete Jones's place. Later that evening in a more formal
setting our banquet speaker, Robert Hanning of Columbia
University, having flown from New York to Greenville, SOUTH
Carolina, arrived just in time to deliver an address both trenchant
and titillating on the medievalist's purpose and prospects in
today's world. When the applause for the final speakers in
Saturday's late-morning sessions faded and we made ready to
return home, we somehow felt more able to face Monday's
Freshman Comp or FREN 101, more determined to realize
Wordsworth's prophesy: ". . . what we have loved, / Others will
love, and we will teach them how." And that should be the yield of
every academic conference.

The success of the 1997 meeting derived in large part from the
meticulous planning and supervision of Local-Arrangements
Coordinators Peter Standish and Bruce Southard and the work of
the PAC Executive Committee: President Judith Barban (Winthrop
University), First Vice President Merritt Moseley (University of
North Carolina at Asheville), Second Vice President Peter Standish
(East Carolina University), Secretary-Treasurer Cynthia Ho
(University of North Carolina at Asheville), Member-at-Large Peter
Whelan (Francis Marion University), and Patricia Ward (College of
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